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25 June 2021 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

‘It is not the voice that commands the story; it is the ear.’ – Italo Calvino 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

There are some weeks that will live long in the memory and this was one of them. On Monday our 

Nursery outdoor play area had a visit from a large swarm of honey bees. The excitement didn’t end 

there as when the swarm took off the next day, the nursery children were thrilled and scared in 

equal measure! 
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Enrichment Week 

What a week the children have had in school this week. With a focus on music, the arts, outdoor 

learning and sports to name a few of the areas of the curriculum they have been engaged with, the 

children have had a wonderful time and produced some outstanding work as can be seen in the 

pictures below.   

 

Nursery  

The children in Nursery have had lots of fun 

during Enrichment Week. We enjoyed a variety 

of experiences throughout the week. The 

dance workshop was lots of fun and we did a 

good job keeping up with all the steps.  We 

have been learning about the life cycle of a 

chick, which meant we had some special 

visitors on Monday when some eggs were 

delivered. We waited patiently and saw them 

begin hatch on Tuesday.  We were very excited 

to see the baby chicks arrive and throughout 

the week we have been caring for them.  We 

also enjoyed experiencing a range of animals 

that came to visit us with the animal lady: we 

got to pick up a snake, cockroach and lizard to 

name a few. 

We put our creative skills into action by 

designing Superhero capes and wristbands, 

which we then made using a variety of 

materials. We followed the design we had 

drawn and enjoyed wearing them to role play. 
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Reception  

The children in Reception have taken part in a variety of 

exciting activities during Enrichment Week. We started the 

week off with a dance workshop which was so much fun 

and we were amazing at following the steps. We have been 

learning about the life cycle of a plant, so we decided to 

plant our own grass heads. The ‘Animal Lady’ came to visit 

with a range of animals and we were very brave at holding 

and touching them; so brave we let the snake sit on our 

shoulders! And because we loved the animals so much we 

decided to make our own animals using salt dough, which 

we made ourselves. It was lots of fun painting them. To 

end the week we had a lovely visit from the local police 

officers, who brought their car and their equipment for us 

to see. For our DT task we designed and created vehicles 

using junk modelling.   

Year 1 

Year 1 had a great time completing a range 

of activities during Enrichment Week. We 

have completed a range of art activities 

from Australian Aboriginal art and dot 

(pointillism) painting, to creating our own 

African ‘sunset’ using watercolour paint. 

For our DT task, we created our own 

Leaning Tower of Pisa, using paper mache 

and paint to add our personalised spin to 

them. Sticking to our week’s theme of ‘The 

Seven Continents’, we were lucky enough 

to take part in a Virtual Reality Workshop. 

We discovered who the Aboriginals were, 

how they danced, the purpose of each 

dance and what instruments they used. It 

was so cool!  To finish the week off we had 

two fun PE lessons where we played 

games and danced with Year 1's DJ, Mr 

Harris. 
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Year 2 

We have had a lot of fun in Year 2 this week! We have done 

many great lessons including art, music, Zumba and design 

and technology (DT). For our art lessons, we were learning 

about illuminated letters and how they are beautifully 

decorated and made with interlocking patterns. We have 

also been learning about pastel transferring printing and 

we made some wonderful pictures. In music, we learnt 

about rock music, how to find the rhythm and beat of a 

song and also how we could play in a band. That was so 

cool! To keep us all fit, we did a bit of Zumba and learnt 

some new dance moves. Finally, we did some DT where we 

had to design and make a toy shield for a child. We had to 

think very carefully about what a shield does and how we 

were going to make it appealing for children. We used 

different materials to make the shields and came up with 

many different designs. Enrichment Week was so much 

fun! Wish we could do it again!  

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been using this week to further explore 

areas of study undertaken over the past year.  British 

exploration of the globe, starting with John Cabot in 

the Tudor 1480s and continuing through the centuries 

to the Georgian period and beyond, has been a source 

of inspiration for our week’s activities.  Plans of Native 

American Tipis have been brought back to these 

shores and copies made in our Soho Manufactory. 

Writings from Medieval manuscripts recording such 

events are famous for their illuminated letters, and 

pupils have decorated the initial of their first name in 

the same style.  To find their way across the known 

world and discover unknown lands, Y3 pupils have 

created their own ‘ancient map’.  On their journeys 

they have traded with peoples they have 

encountered, buying woven textiles and decorative 

bead bracelets. Making new scientific discoveries of 
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fish species unknown to Europeans, as they travelled the oceans to the Americas and the Far East, 

our intrepid explorers have recorded these in paint. 

 

Year 4 

During Enrichment Week the children in Year 4 took 

part in a range of activities. Each day was dedicated to 

a different part of the curriculum. Art Day consisted of 

children painting still life pictures as well as printing. 

They used their creative skills and explored different 

types of printing. The results were amazing! Tuesday 

was dedicated to Design and Technology. The children 

designed coasters and book marks and then learnt the 

skill of sewing. They practised different types of 

stitching and the results were fantastic. They also 

made some musical instruments (rain shakers) and 

made their own kites which some of them took out on 

the playground to fly. Wednesday was our Music Day 

and the children participated in singing rhymes and circle games as well as listening to a brass band 

concert. On Thursday the fun continued when the children used their Geographical skills of map 

reading during our lesson on Orienteering. A 

visiting violinist was able to enlighten the 

children about his path to music study and 

he inspired the children to take up a musical 

instrument in the future. 

 

Year 5 

Over the week the children had the 

opportunity to involve themselves in a wide 

variety of enriching activities. A large portion 

of the week had a Design and Technology 

focus. The children were tasked with 

designing and building trenches using a range 

of different materials. It was greatly 

encouraging to see the children build upon 

their learning from the ‘World War One’ 

module earlier this year in such an effective 

manner. In addition to this, the children 
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learnt many songs relating to World War One and then went on to perform them within the classroom 

setting. There were several outdoor activities for the children to participate in over the week and these 

were thoroughly enjoyed by all. There was a collection of lessons throughout the week that related to 

general health and well-being and an external visitor inputted into this too. Year 5 really enjoyed the 

week and it was great to see such enthusiasm and maturity shown by all. 

Year 6 

 

 

The Year 6 children have worked exceptionally hard this week to 

complete their DT textiles project, which focused on basic hand-

sewing stitches and techniques. They really enjoyed using a range 

of stitches, including the blanket stitch, to create their own felt 

purse before decorating it with buttons, beads and sequins. Once 

complete, the children had the opportunity to evaluate their final 

product against their initial design.  

 

 

 

The Year 6 children also got a dose of short 

and sharp fitness with a circuits blasts this 

week. They all took part in a circuit blast 

session to boost their fitness levels. The 

session involved intense activities on 8 

circuits for 45 seconds at a time, targeting 

different muscle groups of the body. They 

ended the sessions with a cool down and a 

good stretch to ease them back into the 

classroom!  
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Health Week 

At this time of the year we would ordinarily welcome a visit from the Life Education Caravan. This is 

an important part of our PSHE and mental health and wellbeing curriculum. Although we were not 

able to engage with the resource last year, we are pleased to be able to welcome the team to school 

next week, minus the Life Caravan. To aid COVID-19 mitigations, the lessons will take place in the 

classroom instead. The following topics will be covered: 

Year 1 - My Wonderful Body 

Year 2 - Feelings 

Year 3 - Meet the Brain 

Year 4 - It’s Great to be Me 

Year 5 - Friends 

Year 6 - Decisions 

 

COVID-19 Champions Update 

Across Birmingham, the number of cases increased by 400 cases compared with last week (1,527 

cases this week compared to 1,126 last week). All wards in Birmingham reported new cases this 

week.  

 

Order Your Lateral Flow Tests 

Regular testing is for everybody. Even if you've had two vaccines, you should be testing twice a week 

to ensure that you are not unknowingly spreading COVID-19. Rapid flow tests are easy to obtain and 

the quickest way to keep your community safe. Order your rapid flow testing kits 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests. 

 

If you have symptoms, please order a PCR test here. 

 

National Book Tokens 

Our school needs you! Help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for the school library - and get 

£100 for yourself! Just enter the competition online, it only takes a minute: 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools 

Teachers, school staff and parents can all enter – the more nominations our school receives, the 

higher their chances of winning – so spread the word! Download banners for social media here. 

 

School Uniform Voucher 

We continue to work hard at setting high standards of politeness, respect and co-operation.  

Walking around school and seeing classes first-hand remains the highlight of my day. Our fabulous 

school uniform is a key component of the standards we aim to set. However, we are acutely aware 

of the impact of the pandemic on families in the school community, noting how the West Midlands 

and Birmingham in particular has been disproportionately affected. In appreciation of this, school 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MjMuNDIzMDY3NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ2V0LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXRlc3Q_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.si-QpzWmOsKW1gif6RZx3AzkgP7CcCadiUbVTz_vYLw/s/1503720542/br/108315106295-l
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2exrec5t8lfigig/AADZH7DjzHXY2WeivH6hCEsla?dl=0
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leaders and governors have agreed to support families over the summer in purchasing branded 

items of the school uniform. All children will be issued with a voucher, with pupils in Lower School 

receiving a £10 voucher and pupils in Upper School receiving a £15 voucher that can be used at 

Gogna Schoolwear against individual branded school items or Gogna’s WMPS uniform package.  

Vouchers will be handed out to pupils along with their End of Year Pupil Reports in the week 

commencing Monday 12 July 2021. 

 

Mr Slinn’s Artists of the Week 

 

Antony Shi- Nursery AM 

In Nursery the children have been reading ‘Eliot Midnight 

Superhero’. They were tasked with drawing the character of Eliot. In 

addition to this, the children had the opportunity to discuss the 

qualities of a super hero and lots of fantastic ideas were shared. 

Antony put lots of thought into his work and demonstrated a great 

amount of artistic skill in his drawing of Eliot. 

 

 

 

Adyan- Y3.3 

In Year 3 the children created pirate maps as a part of 

their creative week. They drew their maps on top of tea-

stained backdrops. Adyan used his imagination very well 

and created a detailed map. Great work Adyan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KNOWLEDGE LIGHTS UP THE MIND 
 

 

 

 

WILLIAM MURDOCH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ANTROBUS ROAD, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM, B21 9NT, TEL: 0121 554 0999, FAX: 0121 554 6332 

EMAIL: enquiry@williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk, WEB: www.williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk 

HEADTEACHER: MR M. SINGH 

 

Mr Panichi’s Book of the Week 

Lower School 

Life Doesn’t Frighten Me – Maya Angelou and Jean-Michel Basquiat 

(Illustrator) 

A powerful exploration of emotions and their expression in a wonderful 

blend of words and art. I can imagine children reading this lively poem by 

Maya Angelou their bravery strengthening as they repeat the line ‘Life 

doesn’t frighten me at all’. The poem invites us to read it aloud and 

conquer our fears and feel proud. Jean-Michel’s Basquiat’s edgy and 

colourful streetwise paintings add great power to Angelou’s refrain ‘Life 

doesn’t frighten me at all’. The conversation between word and image, 

encourages discussion and questions for the reader about fears and 

overcoming them. 

This book introduces younger readers to the paintings of Basquiat which express a range of 

emotions that weave together the rhythms and textures of the city, making this book an interesting 

challenge. I think this book will inspire children to write poems about conquering their fears and 

paint expressive, bold and brave images of their emotions. I am sure some children will embody 

some of the images like the dragon on the front cover (reminiscent of the monsters in ‘Where the 

wild things are‘) and cathartically stomp and shout out their fears. 

 

Upper School 

Ting You Find in a Poets Beard – A.F. Harrold and Chris Riddell 

(Illustrator) 

Things You Find in a Poet’s Beard is a collection of poems which will 

never let you down. It has a poem for everyone and children will respond 

with their hearts and voices to poems about Jammy Dodgers, breakfast, 

socks or trolls. 

Harrold’s poems are humorous and very clever.  They will excite children 

with their playfulness and often lead to children wanting to create their 

own.  The illustrations by Chris Riddell are exquisite and add something special to the verse. The 

collection also contains the poem which will make you cry every time you read it: The Taste of a 

Biscuit. I warned you. 
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Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation. Have a wonderful weekend. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

Mr M Singh  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Dates for the diary:  

21 June 2021  Enrichment Week 

25 June 2021  Staff Training Day 

28 June 2021  Health Week 

7 July 2021  Secondary Transition Day 

21 July 2021  Staff Training Day 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


