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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

‘Breathe, darling. This is just a chapter. It’s not your whole story.’ – S.G. Lourie 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Today, as we approach the end of half-term, it is an opportunity to reflect on our first full half-term 

back at school and celebrate what we have achieved together. It has been wonderful to have all of 

our children back in the classroom again, there has though been many new challenges for our 

children and the school. While most children have returned ready to learn, we know that others 

have struggled to adjust to the change from home to school and have needed more specialised 

support. We have used the advice of our Pastoral Team, Educational Psychologist and the Pupil and 

School Support Team to intervene and support those children who have needed it most.  

We are delighted that our children are engaged and excited about their learning, and loving their 

time in school. So today, I felt it would be apt to reflect on the many things we should be grateful 

for:  

 Our children, who have worked so hard in this half-term and also during lockdown  

 Our staff who continue to work extremely hard to ensure that our children have been supported 

on their return to school and enjoy their schooling as much as possible  

 Our parents and families who have seen so many changes and yet continue to adapt and support 

the school 

With warmer weather on the way, we hope you have a relaxing week ahead, ready to return for our 

last half-term of this academic year on Monday 7 June 2021. 

COVID-19 Update 

The UK is edging towards 21 June 2021. This is when the government plans to complete the final 

stage of its roadmap out of lockdown and lift all restrictions.  However, experts have said the next 

few weeks will be critical in making sure that can go ahead as concerns remain about the presence 

of the effect of new variants in parts of the country.  

Across Birmingham, the number of cases has increased by 79 compared with last week (262 cases 

this week compared to 183 last week). Today we have had to close the Y5.2 bubble due to a positive 

case in the setting. With all this in mind, we will continue to take a cautious approach over the 

summer term in all that we do and therefore the school will continue to close at 12.30pm every 

Friday until the end of this academic year.  A reminder that in doing so we are able to conduct a 
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deep clean of the site and restrict the number of supply teaching staff coming into the school. We 

fully hope that in the new academic year the school will be able to operate in a more normal 

manner.  

May Half-Term Food Voucher Arrangements 

The Department of Education has made the decision to extend their support to families with 

children by extending the Winter Grant until June 20th 2021. In line with the majority of councils 

across the country, Birmingham City Council will be funding food vouchers for all income eligible free 

school meals pupils during the summer half-term. 

Vouchers will be issued in the same way as they were for Easter. If you have any problems, please 

contact the school office on 0121 554 0999 for assistance. 

 

Precious Lives Gangs Workshop 

On Tuesday of this week, Year 6 took part in a Precious Lives 

Workshop, funded by the Police and Crime Commissioner. The 

session focused on choices, and the consequences of making 

certain choices. Real-life scenarios were discussed and the 

children spoke about the different options available in each 

case; the workshop ended with a question and answer session. 

The children really enjoyed the session and it provided them with an important reminder about the 

importance of making the right decisions.  

 

Track and Trace During the Half-Term 

Important advice from the Government – Track & Trace during May Holidays:  

We recommend all schools ensure staff, parents and carers are aware of the following information 

and relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in the holidays:  

 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 

symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents 

and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.  

 

 If a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms 

within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and 

advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school.  

Therefore, if any child or adult who has been in school tests positive within 48 hours of finishing 

school on Friday 28th May please inform school via email on 

enquiry@williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk. 

  

 

 

mailto:enquiry@williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk
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The Big Ask – National Survey of Children 

The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched The Big Ask – 

the largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out children’s 

concerns and aspirations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart of our country’s 

recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

 
All schools are being encouraged to promote this survey to its parents and pupils. 

Parents, care leavers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult 

survey to share their views about the future for children and young people today, and what they 

think is holding young people back. 

The results from this survey will help the Children’s Commissioner identify the barriers preventing 

children from reaching their potential, put forward solutions and set ambitious goals for the country 

to achieve. 

The Big Ask 

There are age appropriate surveys for the following age groups – 

4 – 5 year olds 

6 – 8 year olds 

9 – 12 year olds 

13 – 17 year olds 

 

Children and the EU Settled Status Scheme - less than 50 days to apply  

All EU children and non-EU children who are family members of an EU national need to apply to the 

EU Settlement Scheme by 30 June 2021 to retain their right to live and study in the UK. Please note 

that:  

• Children are not granted Settled Status automatically even if the parent(s) have already applied  

• Children born in the UK are not automatically British: it depends on when they were born and their 

parents' circumstances  

• Those who do not apply by the deadline may become unlawful residents: this may affect their 

access to education in the next school year  

Please encourage children and their families to apply.  

Children need to apply in their own right (or their parents can apply for them, but they are not 

automatically covered by a parent's own application). Citizens Advice in Birmingham can advise on 

making applications to the scheme to anyone who lives, works, studies or cares for someone in their 

boroughs. Their service is free, confidential and impartial. 

http://thebigask.uk/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-4-5/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-6-8/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-9-12/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/survey-13-17/
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Royal Mail Stamp Competition Entries 

Mr Slinn had an incredibly difficult job of selecting five entries from each class for the Royal Mail 

Special Stamp competition. Fingers crossed for all those lucky entrants! 

Parent Consultations 

Many thanks to all those who participated in the Lower School parents’ evenings this week. We look 

forward to seeing you in person for the next parents’ evening in the Autumn term. 

 

Online Safety Bill 

Last week, the government published their new draft Online Safety 

Bill which means that Ofcom have a new ‘legal duty of care’ to 

force websites into removing harmful internet content (e.g. 

terrorism, child abuse, self-harm, online bullying etc). The key 

focus is on bigger ‘companies’ e.g. Facebook, Twitter, TikTok and 

YouTube. These new internet laws will protect children online and 

tackle some of the worst abuses on social media, including racist 

hate crimes.  

 

Despite the fact that we are now using the internet more than ever, over three quarters of UK adults 

are concerned about going online and fewer parents feel their child is safe online. Websites will 

need to take robust action to tackle illegal abuse, including swift and effective action against hate 

crimes, harassment and threats directed at individuals and keep their promises to users about their 

standards.  

PLEASE MONITOR WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING ONLINE 

 

 

Art Competition Winners 

 

Lovish Y1.2 

In Year 1 the children have been learning about Vincent van 

Gogh as a part of the ‘Language of Art’ unit of work. The 

children studied a painting of his called ‘Starry Night’. The 

year group created their own versions of the painting using 

different coloured paints. Lovish produced an excellent 

piece of work and used painting techniques very well. 
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Gurman and Hashwin Y3.2 

In Year 3 the topic in Art has been ‘Mythological 
Paintings’. The children learnt about mythical creatures 
called minotaurs and how they were kept in places called 
labyrinths, which looked a bit like mazes. The children 
created mazes of their own and produced minotaurs to 
place in them. Gurman and Hashwin worked together 
very well to create their work. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Panichi’s Book of the Week 

Lower School 

 

Kind – Alison Green and Axel Scheffler 

A delicious book by Alison Green with illustrations and a 

foreword by Axel Scheffler plus pictures by 38 international 

illustrators to celebrate kindness and humankind. It explores all 

the different ways we can be kind, by giving someone a smile, a 

hug, holding someone’s hand, making sure someone isn’t left out 

of a game or telling someone a story. 

This book is quite simply a treasure trove of wisdom and beauty. 

The subject feels much needed as a point of discussion today. 

This is a book that certainly needs to grace every home. 

Sometimes we need to remind ourselves that even small acts of 

kindness make an impact. Because it has so many illustrations by 

different artists, the book is also a compendium of children’s book 

illustration. It’s a lovely place to start and then go off to explore other books by those artists, 

including Quentin Blake, Chris Haughton and Lydia Monks as well as international illustrators that 

will probably be less familiar including Marianna Coppo and Rotraut Susanne Berner. A beautiful 

book. 
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Upper School 

Demolition Dad - Phil Earle and Sara Ogilvie (Illustrator) 

Jake’s dad works on a demolition site but his ambition is to be a full 

time wrestler. His son shares his dream  – so much so that he goes all 

out to make it happen for him. However, when Jake hears about a pro-

wrestling competition in the USA, and persuades his beloved dad to 

apply, things don't quite turn out the way he expected. 

The resulting adventures are exciting and full of slapstick humour. 

However, the humour is woven through a story which is full of well 

formed characters and, as well as the slapstick, also deals with 

realistically portrayed emotions and relationships, dreams, harsh 

realities, media manipulation, families and friendship. A really good 

book that will make you giggle and smile 

 

 

 

Pupil of the Week 

      

 Manraj -  Y1.1           Amir – Y1.2                 Tayebah - Y1.3                                
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Thank you for your continued support and cooperation and have a lovely Half-term break. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr M Singh  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Dates for the diary:  

W/C 31 May 2021 School closed for half-term 

7 June 2021  Pupils return after the half-term break 

25 June 2021  Staff Training Day 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


