The Wimbledon
Championships

Wimbledon i= the world's oldest tennis tournament and = also thought to be the
muost prestigious. 5ince 1877 it has been held at the All England Club in Wimbledon,
London. It is one of the four Grand Slam tennis tournaments (majors), the others
being the French Open, the Austrolian Open and the U5 Open. Wimbledon i= the
only major still played on traditional gross, the game's oniginal surface, which
gave the game itz original name of “lawn tennis".

Events
The five main events are the gentlemen’s singles,

ladies” singles, gentlemen's doubles, lodies’
doublezs and muwed doubles.

There are also four juntor events and wnvitation
events where some former professionals return to
compete. In addition to this, there are wheelchair

singles and doubles matches.

Tickets

The majority of centre court tickets are made available by a public ballot where
applicants are selected at random by a computer. Fans without tickets can queue
up overnight to get seats on match day.

Schedule

In 2017, the championships began and ended in July, making the gap between
the tournament and the French Open a little longer. Usually, there 1z no play on
the ‘Middle Sunday, however bad weather has sometimes meant that matches are

played on this day.
The Courts

The main court, Centre Court, was opened wn 1922, In 2009, a moving roof was
added to this court which can be automatically closed.

The main courts, Centre Court and Me. 1 Court, are normally only used for two
weeks every year during the championships. The other 17 courts are used for

other events hosted by the club.



The Wimbledon
Championships

Trophies and Prize Monecy

The gentlemen’s singles champion receives a silver
gilt cup and the women’s singles champion wins
o sterling silver salver which 1= decoroted with
figurez from muythology. The prize money for the

winners of the singles titles runs into the millions!

A Few Famous Champions

Serena  Williams, and her sister Venus, have won
Wimbledon several tumes. They have EVEn competed
against each other in the singles final.

Roger Federer won Wimbledon five times in a row between 2003 and 2007, a
period where he totally dominated grass court tennis.

In 2013, 5ir Andy Murray won the men's singles title. He was the first British
singles winner since 1977 and the first male winner since 193 6!

I.'.In:[ You Know?
Tennis players’ clothing
must be all-white, or at
least almost u[l-wh:'te.

- Players must bow or curtsy if
HRH The Prince of Wales or Her
Majesty the Queen is present in
the Royal Box at Centre Court.

- An average of 86,000 ice
creams are sold during the
championships and 28,000kg

of strawberries are consumed.




Wimbledon

. Which club s the tournament held at?

. Grand Slams are also called

. 'Why did Wimbledon start later in 20177

. What can tennis fans do if they don’t win a ticket in the public ballot but want to go and
see a tennis match during the tournament?

. Centre Court was first opened in:

1920

1922

1926

1927

. What 12 unique about Centre Court compared to the other courts?

. Who wins the sterling silver salver?

Men's singles winner

Ladies singles winner

Boy's singles winner

Mixed doubles winners




8. Link up the beginning of each sentence with the end of each zentence:

Former profezsionals wuas the first British male singles champion winner
at Wimbledon since 1936.

The Williams sisters dominated gross tennis between 2003 and 2007,

Roger Fed have competed against each other in the singles
final.

Sir Andy Murray can be invited to return to compete.

9. "An avarage of 89,000 ice creams are zold during the championshipz and 28,000k of
strowberries are consumed '
What 1z wrong with this statement? Correct it below:

10. What qualitiez do you think a person needs to become a Wimbledon champion?




