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19 March 2021 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

‘The lens we look through will determine what we see.’ – Renee Swope 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It has been another busy week of learning in school. The children have been very keen to tell me all 

about it. Quite often I am asked by parents what extra can their child do to move their learning on. 

At this age, the best answer is to read. Fill your house with books. Encourage your child to read 

voraciously. Read to your child. Be a role model and let your children see you reading too. At William 

Murdoch Primary School, we are continuously looking at ways to bring more reading into the 

curriculum and to foster in everyone a love of reading for pleasure. Our best readers are typically 

our highest performing pupils. 

COVID-19 Champions Birmingham Update 

The impact of the national lockdown continues to reduce case numbers. The percentage of positive 

tests and the overall rate of cases has also fallen and testing rates have improved. The average daily 

COVID-19 admissions have fallen to around 30 new cases a day across the hospitals in the 

city. Pressure on the NHS remains high, although there are positive signs of case rates improving and 

this should hopefully fall soon.  

 

The national seven day rolling rate as of 13 March 2021 is 59.1 per 100k of population. In 

Handsworth the same figure is 127.3 which is well above the average. 

Bereavement Support for Children, Young People and Families 
The NHS in Birmingham is offering confidential bereavement support to help children, young people 
and families who may be grieving the death of a friend or loved one. At the moment, many people 
are cut off from their usual support networks; so if you know of a child or someone who needs 
support, please encourage them to get the help they need. Local bereavement experts are available 
to offer support due to all types of loss and to people of all ages. 
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Simply call 0121 687 8010 for instant support. The telephone opening hours are: 
  

 Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9.00am - 5.00pm 

 Tuesday, Thursday:  9.00am - 8.00pm 

 Saturday and Sunday:  12.00pm - 5.00pm  

Assistance can also be accessed via email at: support@crusebirmingham.co.uk 
 
Get Vaccinated!  
Please get vaccinated against COVID-19 as soon as you are 
offered this. Some of you may have questions about this which 
is understandable, so please discuss these with your GP or 
other healthcare professionals. It is vital to the overall COVID-
19 effort that as many people as possible are vaccinated.  
 
Symptoms of Coronavirus 
The symptoms of COVID-19 are:  

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature)  

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell 

or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

What to Do if Your Child Has Symptoms 
If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

 Stay at home (self-isolate for 10 full days) – do not leave your home or have visitors. 

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also self-isolate.  

 Get a test – get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. Anyone you live 

with, and anyone in your support bubble, should also get a test if they have symptoms. 

Testing for COVID-19 – Parental Expectations 

 If anyone in your household has symptoms – you MUST ALL stay at home; DO NOT come 

onto the school premises.   

 Contact school as soon as possible. 

 Get tested. The guidance is very clear: do not wait to get tested – apply for the test as soon 

as you have symptoms. 

You can order or book a test here: https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test 

mailto:support@crusebirmingham.co.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
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Face Mask/Covering 
Many thanks to all those who are wearing a mask/face covering and those who have responded to 
my request to do so. There are still a number of parents who do not show the same consideration. 
Whilst there will be those with a medical exemption, we ask all others to adhere to the procedures 
so that we all do everything we can to keep each other safe on site. Case rates in Handsworth are 
still above average and as Professor Chris Whitty, the Chief Medical Officer, reported to a 
parliamentary committee recently, now is not the time to drop our guard. 

Punctuality  

I would like to emphasise the importance of your child being on time for school. There are a small 

number of pupils consistently arriving late in the mornings despite the school offering a soft start 

whereby pupils can be dropped off during an open time slot of 8.35am to 8.50am. Many of the 

pupils arriving late are only late by a couple of minutes and therefore do not need to make a big 

adjustment to get to school on time. There are morning ‘Start of the Day Activities’ (SODA) set out 

for children to complete so we encourage them to be in school as soon as they can to make the most 

of these activities. Pupils who arrive after 8.50am will need to enter school via the Main Office.  

 

Being on time is an important habit to build and pupils should have a good reason for being late.  

Lateness can disrupt the learning of others and can result in a pupil feeling greater stress and 

achieving poorer outcomes. Recognition is given each year to pupils achieving high levels of 

punctuality and attendance. 

 

People in History/Our Local Area Projects 

Before the Christmas holidays, pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 were set our annual People in History 

project. The aim of this project is to raise pupils’ awareness of their own background and culture, as 

well as the culture of others. Pupils in Reception meanwhile were set a project titled Our Local Area, 

which has been designed to build on what they learnt during the Autumn Term. Projects have been a 

long-standing tradition of the school and provide an opportunity for pupils to develop their research, 

analysing, organisation and presentation skills. It also provides a chance for parents to get involved 

by helping their child complete their project.  I would like to remind you that the deadline for the 

projects to be handed in is Monday 29 March 2021.  
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Art Competition Winners 

R.1 Amelia 

In Reception the children have been reading The Enormous Turnip. The 

children were then given a selection of materials and tasked with creating 

their own version of The Enormous Turnip. Amelia was able to stick down 

different pieces of tissue paper and use 

crayons carefully when colouring in her 

work. She has shown a great level of 

creativity in her work. 

 

Y6.2 Darling 

In Year 6 the children have been learning about the Renaissance. The 

children learnt about the life and work of many Renaissance artists, 

including Leonardo da Vinci. As part of a task set for them the children 

were given half an image of the Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci and 

had to draw in the other half. Darling took great care with her drawing 

and used a range of drawing skills very effectively. 

 

 

Mr Panichi’s Book of the Week 

 
Lower School 

Bear Moves - Ben Bailey Smith and Sav Akyuz (illustrator) 
The hilariously funny and engaging sequel to I Am Bear by the 
dream duo Ben Bailey Smith (AKA comedian and rapper Doc 
Brown) and illustrator Sav Akyüz. This is a book that absolutely 
begs to be read out loud, OUT LOUD! 
Bear knows how to dance and when the music starts, he just can’t 
help getting down and showing all his moves, from Furry Breaking 
to the Running Bear to the Robot to Belly Dance. The rhythmic text 
is so easy to read aloud and share with little ones. It’s the kind of 
book that makes an inexperienced adult reader feel more 
confident about reading aloud. And after a couple of readings, 
children will start to learn the words and sing along. This is a book 

that inspires people to enjoy reading, get dancing and loving books. Sav Akyuz’s illustrations are so 
inviting, energetic and colourful. This book is a joy from start to finish! 
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Upper School 
Ghost Soldier - Theresa Breslin and Kate Leiper (illustrator) 
A truly cripping read that will keep your children guessing and turning 
those pages. Two children discover a secret clinic for shell-shocked 
soldiers where a Belgian doctor is experimenting with new techniques 
for blood transfusion. 
When Rob and Millie's father goes missing in action while serving at 
the front during the First World War, the children desperately search 
the hospital trains returning to Edinburgh with the wounded. But 
there's no sign of him. 
While hiding their puppy in the nearby woods in order to stop him 
being sent to the front, Rob and Millie come across a building full of 
doctors treating soldiers with shellshock and other nervous disorders 
- but overhear a conversation that suggests this could be a mask for 
altogether more nefarious activity. What is really going on at the 
hospital? Who is the ghostly figure the children spy looking out of one 
of the top windows? And will their beloved father ever return to them 

alive? This book really does keep you guessing. 
 
 

Pupil of the Week 

            Cherry Y1.1       Samiul Y1.2      Harjar Y1.3 
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Red Nose Day 2021 

The school has been supporting the Comic Relief appeal today with a non-uniform day and a bake sale.  

All funds raised will go directly to Comic Relief. Your generous contributions are very much 

appreciated. 

 
Many thanks for your continued support and cooperation. Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr M Singh  

Headteacher 

 

Dates for the diary:  

1 April 2021  Last day of the term 

2 April 2021  Good Friday 

 


