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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

‘Don’t raise your voice. Improve your argument.’ – Desmond Tutu 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I hope that you had a good Christmas break and that you and your families were able to keep 

yourselves safe and well. 

I know it’s been a challenging time for many families and by no means does it feel like we are out of 

the woods yet! You will no doubt have seen a lot of coverage in the news about whether or not 

schools will even be open this term and whether they will be forced to close. We are hopeful that we 

can remain open and are doing all that we can to ensure we have enough staff to teach all classes 

every day. I would like to thank all the school staff who have worked tirelessly over the last term, 

often having to cover classes or rearrange timetables and activities at short notice in order to 

manage the ongoing challenges that we have faced due to reduced staffing and COVID-19 

mitigations. 

Last term we managed to keep classes open and maintain high quality teaching throughout the 

term. We had very few positive COVID-19 cases in school which shows that our risk assessment is 

working and that staff and families are all working together to minimise the spread of COVID-19 in 

our community. We also managed to send children on a number of trips, restart swimming lessons, 

hold sports workshops as well as hosting other educational workshops and visits in school. We were 

also able to successfully run parent workshops on Phonics and Reading. I am very proud of all that 

we achieved in these challenging times. 

This term will present an even greater challenge, particularly around staffing and the spread of the 

highly infectious Omicron variant. We are doing all we can to mitigate the spread of the virus by 

reviewing our risk assessment and outbreak management plan.  For example, we have moved our 

assemblies online with only socially distanced year group assemblies taking place in the hall. We are 

also looking at other ways to reduce mixing of classes in school until current cases in the local area 

decrease substantially. Closing classes will be an absolute last resort and will only happen if there are 

no supply teachers available, it is unsafe for us to open and we are unable to meet our safeguarding 

requirements. If we do have to close a class, we are hopeful it would be for as short a time as 

possible and we will provide work and links to useful educational websites, as we did last year. We 

never want to send children home unnecessarily, but at times these things are very much out of our 

control.  

We thank you for your ongoing support at this time and for understanding the challenges that we 

are facing. 
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How can schools and families work together to minimise the spread of COVID-19? 

I know we are all very aware of what we can do keep ourselves as safe as possible. In school we are 

reminding ourselves of the key advice we need to follow, much of which is applicable to home 

settings. This includes:   

COVID-19 Symptoms and Testing 

Get children tested and keep them off school if they are displaying COVID-19 symptoms. As cases are 

rising, it is incredibly important that we all do our bit to ensure that if children are unwell and 

displaying symptoms of a high temperature, continuous cough or loss or taste or smell, they must 

get a PCR test and remain off school until the result comes back. All results must be seen by the 

school before a child can return. This is for everyone’s safety. School staff are taking part in twice 

weekly testing so that we can spot asymptomatic cases quickly.  

Face Coverings 

Ensure all adults are wearing a face covering where distancing is not possible both in school and in 

the community. In school, we are asking all adults to wear face coverings in communal areas and 

adhere to social distancing where possible. We ask that parents, carers and visitors do the same.  

Increase Ventilation in Indoor Spaces 

Ventilation is one of the most important measures to stop the spread of COVID-19. Consequently, 

we have windows open throughout school. We also have CO2 monitors fitted around school so that 

we can measure the air quality and adjust the ventilation accordingly. We are also looking to install 

air filters in each classroom. At home, if you have visitors, it is advisable to have windows open and 

increase ventilation.  

Teaching Children About Good Hygiene  

It is important that children are encouraged to wash or sanitise their hands regularly and ensure 

they are dried properly after washing. We are also reminding children about covering their mouth 

and nose if they sneeze or cough. Learning the importance of disposing of tissues and face masks 

and washing hands afterwards is equally as important. Children from Nursery upwards can be taught 

to do this. We will remind children about all of these things throughout the school day and thank 

you for doing the same at home.  

Maintaining Good Mental and Physical Health  

Making sure children are eating healthily, drinking plenty of water and taking time to exercise and 

run around is incredibly important. Having good sleep routines and opportunities to talk and be calm 

are also essential for everyone’s mental and physical health. 

Public Health Birmingham – COVID-19 Update 

In a webinar yesterday, Dr Justin Varney (Director of Public Health Birmingham), provided an update 

to schools on the revised COVID-19 measures introduced by the government and shared the latest 

data on COVID-19 cases and vaccinations in Birmingham. Omicron is highly infectious and is quick to 

reproduce in the body highlighting the importance of getting vaccinated in a timely manner. Being 
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double vaccinated does not offer you sufficient protection against Omicron, but the booster jab 

provides 80% protection against hospitalisation. Unfortunately, in 59 of the 69 wards in Birmingham, 

less than 60% of people have taken up the booster vaccine. It is particularly low in the under 30s. 

However, there is good news as vaccination data for the Handsworth ward is up there with the 

highest wards in the city.  

From Tuesday of next week, if you are asymptomatic (this means you have no symptoms) but test 

positive on a lateral flow test, you will no longer be required to take a follow up PCR test. However, 

if you have symptoms and are positive on a lateral flow test then you must still do a follow up PCR 

test. This is because of the differences in the two types of test. A lateral flow test will tell you if you 

are infectious, that is, you have enough of the virus to pass it on to someone else. A PCR test tells 

you whether you are infected. For example, you may no longer be infectious but still be infected 

with the virus. This is why it is not recommended to do a PCR test at the end of the isolation period.  

Isolation Periods  

If you are unvaccinated, that is you are not double jabbed, and you test positive or someone in your 

household tests positive, then you must self-isolate for 10 days. If you test positive but are double 

jabbed or children aged 5 – 18 years and six months, then as long as you do not have a high 

temperature and have a negative lateral flow test result on day 6 and day 7 of your self-isolation 

period (there must be 24 hours between the tests), then you can end your self-isolation immediately 

after your day 7 test result. If you are double vaccinated or a child aged 5 – 18 years and six months 

and someone in your household tests positive, you are not required to self-isolate as long as you 

have a daily negative lateral flow test and have no symptoms. It can be quite complicated to 

navigate and this is why the office staff will ask a number of questions when parents report cases or 

symptoms to us. Please continue to be patient with this, but by asking the right questions we are 

able to offer you the best advice and take the appropriate action to safeguard all our children and 

staff. 
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Building Works 
You will have noticed scaffolding being erected around the school site. The school roof has fallen 
into disrepair over the years and we have been working with the local authority to appoint 
contractors for the replacement of the entire roof. The approved contractor started on 4 January 
2022 and the roof replacement will take a few months. With a significant number of large vehicles 
delivering building materials to the school site, we have written to local residents asking them not to 
block the school entrance and to leave enough room if parking nearby to allow for large vehicles to 
manoeuvre and reverse into the school entrance on Antrobus Road. Similarly, we ask parents to be 
extra considerate and ensure they do not block the entrance during school opening and closing 
times. 

Poetry by Heart 
‘Learning poetry by heart can, literally, transform you’- Gyles Brandreth.  
 
As a school we are championing the benefits of learning poetry by heart.  Research carried out by 
the Memory Laboratory at the University of Cambridge showed how learning and speaking poetry 
benefits both younger and older people. In young children, engaging with poetry can improve the 
speed at which they learn to speak, read and write. It can improve academic performance, 
concentration and even support better sleep. For adults, the evidence shows that learning poetry by 
heart improves the ability to communicate, improves memory, increases brain capacity and keeps 
dementia at bay. 
 
Poetry can make you laugh and cry. Poetry can make you think and feel. Poetry can teach you, and 
sustain you, and surprise you. Learning poetry by heart can, literally, transform you. Children 
throughout the school will be learning poems off by heart and performing them out loud. Attached 
you will find the poems children in each year group will be learning. It would be of great benefit to 
you and your child if you could learn them together. Go for it! 

Newsletters 
Today pupils were given a hard copy of the termly newsletter which details the topics your child will 
be covering in each subject this term. It is good practice for children to do some background reading 
on topics that they will be studying. A soft copy of the newsletter is available from the school 
website. 
 
Staffing  
I would like to share news of a new addition to the school office team by welcoming 
Mrs Kelly Glenn to the WMPS family.   
 
Meat Free Mondays 
The school has chosen to take part in the ‘Meat Free Monday’ initiative which aims to 
raise awareness of the detrimental environmental impact of animal agriculture and 
industrial fishing, and to encourage people to help slow down climate change, conserve 
natural resources and improve their health.  ‘One day a week can make a world of 
difference’. 
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Healthy Snacks 

A reminder that children are not permitted to eat unhealthy snacks in school. They will instead be 

asked to save their snack to eat after school. This also applies to junk food in packed lunches. There 

is some excellent packed lunch advice and recipes within the following link: 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/  

 
Nursery Parents – Apply online for a place in Reception 
If your child was born between 1 September 2017 and 31 August 2018 you are now able to apply for 
your child’s school place. Please visit https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions and submit 
an online application for a place in Reception by 14 January 2022 (the final closing date). Online 
applications will receive an immediate email confirmation when the application is submitted. If you 
experience any problems completing the form or require support, please see Mrs Kullar. 

Please visit the school website at https://www.williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk/new-nursery-
reception-2020-intake/reception-intake-2020 to see our excellent early years offering. 
 

 
Mr Panichi’s Book of the Week 

 

Lower School 
 
The Quilt – Valeriane Leblond 
A little girl lives with her parents on a farm near the coast. Living gets hard 
and so the family decide to emigrate to America. They sell their possessions 
to go but keep a black and red quilt hand-made by the mother from pieces 
of fabric left over from clothes she has made for the family. The memories 
and love contained in the quilt help her overcome this and adapt to her new 
life. 

This is a beautiful picture book by Valeriane Leblond about migration, longing 
and family life in rural Wales at the turn of the century and their journey to America, with a strong 
sense of setting and Welsh history and will appeal to children of all ages from Reception to Year 6. 
 
Upper School 
 
Where the Wilderness Lives - Jess Butterworth 
Cara lives on a houseboat with her mum, siblings and dog called Willow. The 
adventure starts when Cara and her siblings find a locked safe in the canal where 
they live. When a  fire destroys their houseboat the children leave the house to travel 
on foot on a journey of survival across Welsh mountains in the snow. 
This is a beautifully written adventure story by Jess Butterworth told in a rich Welsh 
setting in Pembrokeshire where there is ancient woodland known as the Celtic 
rainforest with themes of friendship, bullying, bravery, survival and environment. 
Perfect for Year 4 to Year 6 children. 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
https://www.williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk/new-nursery-reception-2020-intake/reception-intake-2020
https://www.williammurdoch.bham.sch.uk/new-nursery-reception-2020-intake/reception-intake-2020
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Artist of the Week 

 

Brilliantjit Y2.1 
In Year 2 the children have been working through a unit 
of work based on colour, shape and texture. They were 
tasked with creating images of everyday objects and 
showing the textures of these items through the 
thoughtful use of drawing materials. Brilliantjit created a 
range of textures in his art work very effectively. 
 

 

Ameera Y5.2 

Over the previous months there have been a number of 

occasions that we as a school community have celebrated. 

The children in Year 5 created firework scenes using chalk 

on black paper. Ameera produced an excellent piece of 

work, full of colour and texture. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and cooperation.  

Stay safe.  Stay well.   
 

Your sincerely, 

 

 

Mr M Singh 

Headteacher  

 

Dates 

DT Day       17 February 2022 

Close for half-term break    18 February 2022 

 


