
KO: To understand what is meant by the ‘Elizabethan Golden Age’ 

Prior learning task:  

What impact did Elizabeth I have on England? Was it positive or negative? 
 
Due to Elizabeth’s 44 years of peaceful rule, culture and learning were able to flourish. For this reason, 

Elizabeth’s reign is often known as the ‘Golden Age’, as so much was achieved by figures such as 

Shakespeare, Drake, Raleigh and Bacon. 

Who was William Shakespeare?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bClqPEQflic (stop the video at 5 minutes 15 seconds).  

Who was Francis Drake? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cCFEf8G-pc  

Who was Walter Raleigh? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XoIB0cCwgA  

Who was Francis Bacon?  

Francis Bacon is the reason why we carry out experiments and investigations in science to prove theories. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTpoGDnjXuk  

What was the Elizabethan Golden Age? Why did the Golden Age flourish under the rule of Queen 
Elizabeth?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSaE5_o-G18  

Task: You will be writing a letter to Elizabeth I reflecting on how everything has changed since Mary I. 
Remember to discuss what has changed, how things are flourishing and what impact that has on the 
country.  
Step for Depth: Why did things such as plays and exploration flourish so much during Elizabeth’s reign? 
Why not during the reign of her siblings? 

Key Vocabulary  

 explorer 

 playwright 

 circumnavigate 

 scientist  

 Golden Age 
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